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John Wesley
Sermons:

“Catholic Spirit” (1750) Works [Bicentennial] 2: 81-95
“The Late Work of God in North America” (1778) Works [Bicentennial] 3:595-608      
“National Sins and Miseries” (1775)  Works [Bicentennial] 3:567-568
“Sermon on the Mount III” (1748) Works [Bicentennial] 1:510-530
“The Way to the Kingdom” (1746 ) Works [Bicentennial] 1:218-232
“The Wilderness State” (1760) Works [Bicentennial] 2:205-221 

Essays:
“Advice to a Soldier” (1743) Works [Jackson] 9:198-202. 
“Advice to the People called Methodists” (1745) Works [Bicentennial] 9:123-131
“A Calm Address to the Inhabitants of England” (1777) Works [Jackson] 11:129-140
“A Calm Address to our American Colonies” (1775) Works [Jackson] 11:80-86
“Character of a Methodist” (1742) Works [Bicentennial] 9:32-46
“A Compassionate Address to the Inhabitants of Ireland” (1778) Works [Jackson]

11:149-154
“The Doctrine of Original Sin” (1757) Works [Jackson] 9: 192-464                                   
“A Farther Appeal to Men of Reason and Religion” (1745) Works [Bicentennial]

11:95-325   
“Free Thoughts on the Present State of Public Affairs” (1768) Works [Jackson] 9:14-33
“The Principles of a Methodist” (1742) Works [Bicentennial] 9: 48-66
 Reflections on the Rise and Progress of the American Rebellion. London: Paramore, 1780
“A Seasonable Address to the More Serious Part of the Inhabitants of Great Britain, 

respecting the unhappy contest between us and our American Brethren, by a Lover 
of Peace.” (1776) Works [Jackson] 11:119-128

“Some Observations on Liberty,” (1776) Works [Jackson] (1776) 11:90-118
“A Word in Season; or, Advice to an Englishman” (1745) Works [Jackson] 11:182-186

Letters

To Tomas Rankin and all the preachers, March 1, 1775.   Letters (Telford) 6:142-143
To the Earl of Dartmouth [Secretary of State for the North American Colonies] June 14, 

1775.  Letters (Telford) 6; 155-160.
To Lord North [First Lord of the Treasury] June 15, 1775.  Letters (Telford) 6:160-164.
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Hymns and Poetry: (Charles Wesley)

Hymns for Times of Trouble and Persecution (1744 )
 Hyms of Intercession for All Mankind (1758)

Hymns on the Expected Invasion(1759)
The Unpublished Poetry of Charles Wesley, edited by Oliver A Beckerlegge and 

S.T.Kimbrough.  Nashville: Kingswood Books, 1988-1992. Vol. I., section 1, 
“The American War and other Poems on Patriotism.”

Edited works:
Haime, John, A Short Account of God=s Dealings with Mr. John Haime.(1785)  In Thomas 

Jackson, Lives of Early Methodist Preachers. I:269-311. Many times reprinted 
after 1837.

Hopkins, Ezekiel. A Short Exposition of the Ten Commandments: Extracted from Bishop 
Hopkins.  (1759).  Preface only by Wesley.

Nelson, John, The Case of John Nelson, written by himself. (1745) in Thomas Jackson, 
Lives of Early Methodist Preachers. Many times reprinted after 1837.

----- .   An Extract of John Nelson’s Journal (1767). Reprinted in Thomas Jackson, ed. 
Lives of Early Methodist Preachers. Many times printed after 1837.

“On War,” Arminian Magazine  4 (1781) 658-660.
“The Causes and Cure of War.” Arminian Magazine 5 (1782) 39-43.

John William Fletcher   [Wesley’s heir-apparent]  

A Vindication of the Rev. Mr. Wesley’s ‘Calm Address to our American Colonies’ in Some Letters  
to Mr. Caleb Evans. London: R. Hawes, 1776.

“American Patriotism Farther Confronted with Reason, Scripture and the Constitution, being 
Observations on the Dangerous Politicks taught by the Rev. Mr. Evans and the Rev. Dr. 
Price, with a Scriptural Plea for the Revolted Colonies.” (1776) Works of John Fletcher 
(Schmul reprint 1974) 4:479-552.  A vigorous defense of  Wesley’s Calm Address. 

“The Bible and the Sword; or, the Appointment of the General Fast Vindicated” (1776) Works of  
John Fletcher (Schmul reprint 1974) 4:553-559

An Essay Upon the Peace of 1783, dedicated to the Archbishop of Paris. Translated from the 
French of the Rev. J. Fletcher by the Rev. J. Gilpin.  London: T. Longman, T. Scollick et 
al., 1784.

Commentary on the Wesleys and War

Baker, Donald. “Charles Wesley and the American War of Independence,” Methodist History 5/1 
(October 1966) 5-37.

Gerdes, Egon Walter, John Wesley’s Attitude Toward War: A Study of the Historical Formation,  
the Theological Determination and the Practical Manifestation of John Wesley’s Attitude 
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Toward War and its Place in Methodism.  Thesis, Ph.D., Emory University, 1960.
Hosman, Glenn B. The Problem of Church and State in the Thought of John Wesley.  Thesis, 

Ph.D., Drew University, 1970.
Hynson, Leon. To Reform the Nation: Theological Foundations of Wesley’s Ethics.  Grand 

Rapids, MI: Zondervan , 1984.
Marquardt, Manfred, John Wesley’s Social Ethics: Praxis and Principles.  Nashville: Abingdon 

Press, 1992.  Especially chapter 9.
Rowe, Kenneth E., “Charles Wesley Letter Sheds Light on John Wesley’s Political Activism 

During the Revolutionary War,” Methodist History 45/3 (April 2007) 190-193.
Stone, Ronald H. John Wesley’s Life & Ethics. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 2001. Especially 

chapters 7 and 9.
Weber, Theodore R., Politics in the Order of Salvation: Transforming Wesleyan Political Ethics.  

Nashville: Abingdon Press, 20001.  Especially chapter 11.

Basic Contextual Works

Wells, Ronald A. The Wars of America: Christian Views. Macon, GA:  Mercer University Press, 
1991.  The basic contextual work

Encyclopedia of Religion and War, ed. by Gabriel Palmer-Fernandez.  New York: Routledge, 
2003.   Check entry on AMethodism.@  A basic reference source for many topics & themes.

American Methodism, Historical Surveys

Angell, Stephen War, ed. Social Protest Thought in the African Methodist Episcopal Church 
1862-1939.  Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press, 2000.

Batt, Samuel, The Attitude of the Evangelical Church Toward War.   Thesis, B.D., Evangelical 
Theological Seminary, 1946. A study of Evangelical Association/Evangelical Church 
through World War II.

Cameron, Richard M., Methodism and Society in Historical Perspective. Nashville: Abingdon 
Press, 1961.

Dayton, Donald, “An Historical Survey of Attitudes Toward War and Peace within the American 
Holiness Movement,” IN: Perfect Love and War: A Dialogue on Christian Holiness and 
the Issues of War and Peace, ed. by Paul Hostetler.  Nappanee, IN: Evangel Press, 1974.

Knepper, Jeanne Gayle, Thy Kingdom Come: The Methodist Federation for Social Service and 
Human Rights, 1907-1948.  Staten Island, NY: Methodist Federation for Social Action, 
1996.

Kupsch, Martin G. Krieg und Frieden: die Stellungnahmen der Methodistischen Kirchen in den 
Vereinigten Staaten, Grossbritannien und Kontinentaleuropa.  Frankfurt am Main: Peter 
Lang, 1992.   Thesis, Th.D. University of Bonn, 1991.

Muelder, Walter G. Methodism and Society in the Twentieth Century. Nashville: Abingdon, 1961.
Stevens, Thelma, Legacy for the Future: History of Christian Social Relations in the Woman’s 

Division of Christian Service, 1940-1968.  Cincinnati: General Board of Global Ministries,
UMC,1978.

3



Will, Herman, “War and Peace in the Methodist Tradition,” in Freedom Under Grace: Papers 
Presented to the Methodist History Symposium, Baker University, October 30-November 
1, 1984.  Baldwin, KA: Baker University, 1985,   105-38.

-----.  A Will for Peace: Peace Action in the United Methodist Church, A History. Washington: 
General Board of Church and Society, United Methodist Church, 1984.

Military Chaplains

Boozer, Jack S. Edge of Ministry, The Chaplain Story: The Chaplain Ministry of the United  
Methodist Church 1945-1980.  Nashville: General Board of Higher Education and 
Ministry, UMC, 1984.

Brinsfield, John Wesley, Jr., editor. Faith in the Fight: Civil War Chaplains.  Mechanicsburg, PA: 
Stackpole Books, 2003.

Chaplains of World War II: a Pictorial Record of their Work.  Washington : Methodist 
Commission on Chaplains, 1948.

Tomblin, Barbara Brooks. ‘Doing My Duty’ : A Brief History of Military Chaplains in the 
Northern New Jersey Conference.  Rutland, VT: Academy Books, 1993. 

American Revolution 1775-1783

Andrews, Dee. The Methodists and Revolutionary America, 1760-1800.  Princeton : Princeton 
University Press, 2000. 

Bucke, Emory C., ed. History of American Methodism. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1964.
I: 145- 184.

Harvey, Marvin Ellis, The Wesleyan Movement and the American Revolution.  Thesis, Ph.D., 
University of Washington, 1962.

Hanley, Thomas O. The American Revolution and Religion: Maryland 1770-1800. Washington, 
DC: Catholic University of American Press, 1971.

Williams, William H. The Garden of Methodism: The Delmarva Peninsula 1769-1820. 
Wilmington, DE: Scholarly Resources, 1984.

War of 1812: 1812-1814

Gribbin, William. The Churches Militant: The War of 1812 and American Religion.  New Haven 
Yale University Press, 1973.

Phelps, Dawson A., ed. The Diary of a Chaplain in Andrew Jackson’s Army; the Journal of the 
Reverend Learner Blackman, December 28, 1812-April 4, 1813.   [s.l.: Dawson A. Phelps, 
1952.

Mexican War  1846-1848

Ellsworth, Clayton S. “The American Churches and the Mexican War,” American Historical  
Review 45 (1940) 301-326.
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Civil War  1861-1865

Angell, Stephen Ward. Bishop Henry McNeal Turner and African American Religion in the 
South.  Knoxville, TN: University of Tennessee Press, 1992, Chapter 2  AA.M.E. Pastor 
and Army Chaplain,@ 33-59,

Brinsfield, John Wesley, Jr., editor. Faith in the Fight: Civil War Chaplains.  Mechanicsburg, PA: 
Stackpole Books, 2003.

Bucke, History of American Methodism.   Nashville: Abingdon, 1964. I: 187-193, 206-256.
Carwardine, Richard J. “Methodists, Politics and the Coming of the Civil War,” IN: Methodism 

and the Shaping of American Culture, edited by Nathan O. Hatch and John H. Wigger. 
Nashville: Abingdon, 2001, chapter 10.

Hildebrand, Reginald F. Southern Blacks during the Era of Emancipation and Reconstruction.  
Thesis, Ph.D., Princeton University, 1991.

Goen, Charles C.. Broken Churches, Broken Nation: Denominational Schism and the Coming of  
the Civil War.  Macon GA: Mercer University Press, 1985.

Jones, Donald G. The Sectional Crisis and Northern Methodism: A Study in Piety, Political  
ethics, and Civil Religion.  Metuchen, NJ: Scarecrow Press, 1979.

Miller, Randall M., et al, editors. Religion and the American Civil War.  New York : Oxford 
University Press, 1998.

Newton, A H. Out of the Briars: An Autobiography and Sketch of the Twenty-Ninth [Colored} 
Regiment, Connecticut Volunteers.  Miami: Mnemosyne Pub. Co., 1969.  Reprint of 1910 
edition.

Sweet, William Warren. The Methodist Episcopal Church and the Civil War.  Cincinnati: 
Methodist Book Concern, 1912.

Walker, Clarence. A Rock in a Weary Land: The African Methodist Episcopal Church During the 
Civil War and Reconstruction.  Baton Rouge, LA: Louisiana State University Press, 1982.

American Indian Wars     1865-1891  

Bowden, Henry W., American Indians and Christian Missions: Studies in Cultural Conflict. 
Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1981.

Cozzens, Peter, ed.  Eyewitnesses to the Indian Wars, 1865-1891.  Mechanicsburg, PA: Stackpole 
Books, 2001+     Two volumes of planned five published to date.  vol.1: Conquering the 
Southern Plains; vol. 2 The Wars for the Pacific Northwest.

McDermott, John D., A Guide to the Indian Wars of the West. Lincoln, NEB: University of 
Nebraska press, 1998.  Excellent introduction and reference for study of the Indian Wars; 
easy to follow format.

Milner, Clyde A. and Floyd A. O’Neill, eds. Churchmen and the Western Indians. Norman, OK: 
University of Oklahoma Press, 1985.

Noley, Homer, First White Frost: Native Americans and United Methodism. Nashville: Abingdon, 
1991.

Prucha, Francis Paul. The Sword of the Republic: The United States Army on the Frontier, 1783-
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1846. Bloomington, IN: Indiana University Press, 1977.
Tinker, George. Missionary Conquest: The Gospel and Native American Genocide.  Minneapolis: 

Fortress Press, 1993.
 

Spanish American War  1898

Gonzalez, Justo L., ed.  Each In Our Own Tongue: A History of Hispanic United Methodism. 
Nashville: Abingdon, 1991.

Little, Lawrence S. Disciples of Liberty: the A.M.E. Church in the Age of Imperialism, 1884-
1916.  Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press, 2000.

MacKenzie, The Robe and the Sword: The Methodist Church and the Rise of American 
Imperialism.  Washington, DC: Public Affairs Press, 1961.

Yaremko, Jason M. United States Protestant Missions in Eastern Cuba, 1898-1935: Salvation  
and Conflict in the Cradle of Independence.  Thesis, Ph.D., University of Manitoba, 1996.

World War I       1914-1918  

Bucke, Emory S., ed. History of American Methodism. Nashville: Abingdon ,1964.  Vol. 3, check 
index.

Gorrell, Donald K. The Age of Social Responsibility: The Social Gospel in the Progressive Era 
1900-1920.  Macon, GA: Mercer University Press, 1988. 

Lisensky, Robert Paul, Methodism as an Initiator of Social Thought and Action in the Area of  
World Peace, 1900-1956.  Thesis, Ph.D., Boston University. 1960.

Miller, Robert Moats.  How Shall They Hear Without a Preacher? The Life of Ernest Fremont 
Tittle.  Chapel Hill, NC: University of North Carolina Press, 1971.  Chapter 15. AWar and 
Peace@ 396-434. 

Piper, John F. The American Churches and World War I.  Athens, Ohio: Ohio University Press, 
1985.

Smith, W. Ward, A Study Revealing the Attitudes Toward War During the Periods of 1914-1918 
and 1934-1938 as presented in the Official Organs of the Church of the United Brethren 
in Christ.  Thesis, B.D., Bonebrake Theological Seminary,1939.

Sturm, Ted, ADrafting God: Pittsburgh Methodist Churches and World War I,@ Western 
Pennsylvania Historical Magazine 71/1 (January 1988) 27-45.

World War II  1939-1945

Bucke, Emory S., ed. History of American Methodism. Nashville: Abingdon, 1964.  Vol. 3, check 
index.

Carwithen, Edward Franklin. The Attitudes of the Methodist Episcopal Church Toward Peace and 
War.  Thesis, S.T.D., Temple University, 1944.

Chaplains of World War II: a Pictorial Record of their Work.  Washington : Methodist 
Commission on Chaplains, 1948.

Cooney, David Scott, A Consistent Witness of Conscience: Methodist Nonviolent Activists, 1940-
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1970.  Thesis, Ph.D., Iliff School of Theology and University of Denver, 2000.
Ewing, Emerson Keith, The Pacifist Movement in the Methodist Church During World War II: A 

Study of Civilian Public Service Men in a Non-Pacifist Church.  Thesis, M.A., Florida 
Atlantic University, 1982.

Fairchild, Donald Leon. Voluntary Organizations and Opinion on World Affairs: The Role of the 
Methodist Church in Determining and Transmitting Opinions on World Affairs.  Thesis, 
Ph.D., University of California, 1967.

Gara, Larry ands Lenna Mae Gara, eds. A Few Small Candles: War Resisters of World War II Tell  
Their Stories.  Kent, Ohio: Kent State University Press, 1999.  Includes stories of two 
Methodists,John H. Griffith and George M. Houser, Chapters 6 and 7.

Gladden, James W. The Methodist Church and the Problem of War and Peace: an Analysis in 
Social Understanding.  Thesis, Ph.D., University of Pitsburgh,1945.

Gregg, John Andrew. Of Men and of Arms: Chronological Travel Record of Bishop John A.  
Gregg, with Messages of Cheer and Good Will to Negro Soldiers on All War Fronts.  
Nashville: AMEC Sunday School Union, 1997.  Reprint of 1945 edition.

Lisensky, Robert Paul. Methodism as an Initiator of Social Thought and Action in the Area of  
World Peace, 1900-1956.  Thesis, Ph.D., Boston University. 1960.

Miller, Robert Moats. Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam, Paladin of Liberal Protestantism.  Nashville : 
Abingdon Press, 1990    Chapters 13, 14 & 15, “Serving the Nation in a Time of War and 
War’s Aftermath” 216-296.

-----. How Shall They Hear Without a Preacher? The Life of Ernest Fremont Tittle.  Chapel Hill, 
NC: University of North Carolina Press, 1971.  Chapter 15. “War and Peace” 434-476. 

Oxnam, G. Bromley Conscience, the Church and Conscription: Guidance for Conscience 
Objectors.  Chicago: Methodist Commission on World Peace, [1943?].

SuzSusuki, Lester E. Ministry in the Assembly and Relocation Centers of World War II.  Berkeley, 
CA: Yardbird Publishing Co., 1979.

Tracy, James. Direct Action: Radical Pacifism from the Union Eight to the Chicago Seven. 
Chicago University of Chicago Press, 1996.

Swomley, John M. A Study of the Universal Military Training Campaign, 1944-1952.  Thesis, 
Ph.D., University of Colorado, 1959. 

Wilson, Bonnie Salango, The Methodist Foreign Policy Response, 1939-1964; A Case Study in  
Churches and Foreign Policy in the United States.  Thesis, Ph.D.,  Johns Hopkins 
University, 1970.

Cold War

Lee, Matthew Carpenter. In the Valley of the Shadow of Death: American Churches and the 
Bomb, 1945-1970. Ph.D. dissertation, University of California at Los Angeles, 1991.

Vietnam War 1961-1975

Adams, John P.  At the Heart of the Whirlwind.  New York: Harper and Row, 1976. Especially 
chapters 8 and 9.
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The Christian Faith and War in the Nuclear Age.  Nashville: Division of Peace and World Order, 
1963.

Corbett, Jack Elliott, The Peace Education and Action Program of the Methodist Church, 1961-
1963.  Thesis, Ph.D., American University, 1967.

Parks, S. Ronald, “Free (but not helped) to be Pacifist: Methodist COs in the Vietnam Era” IN: 
Proclaim Peace: Christian Pacifism from Unexpected Quarters, edited by Theron F. 
Schlabach and Richard T. Hughes. Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1997, 204-216.

-----. The United Methodist Conscientious Objector in the Vietnam War Era: A Study of Ethical  
Formulation and Implementation.  Thesis, Ph.D., Drew University, 1992.

Tholin, Richard Diener, Prophetic Action and Denominational Unity: The Function of Unofficial  
Social Action Groups in the Methodist Church and the Protestant Episcopal Church. 
Thesis, Th.D., Union Theological Seminary, 1967.

Wilson, Robert L. Biases and Blind Spots: Methodism and Foreign Policy Since World War II. 
Wilmore, KY: Bristol Books, 1988.

Persian Gulf War 1991 / Terrorist Wars 2001+  / Iraq War 2003

Cole, Darrell. When God Says War is Right: The Christian’s Perspective on When and How to 
Fight.  Colorado Springs, CO: WaterBrook Press, 2002.

Jewett, Robert and John Shelton Lawrence. Captain America and the Crusade Against Evil.  
Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans, 2003.

Theological and Ethical Interpretations by Methodist Authors

Allen, Joseph L. War: A Primer for Christians Nashville: Abingdon, 1991.
Hauerwas, Stanley. After Christendom: How the Church is to Respond if Freedom, Justice and a 

Christian Nation are Bad Ideas.  Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1991.
-----.  Dispatches from the Front: Theological Engagements with the Secular.  Durham, NC: Duke 

University Press, 1994.
-----.  The Peaceable Kingdom: A Primer in Christian Ethics.  Notre Dame, IN: University of 

Notre Dame Press, 1983.
Long, D. Stephen Living the Discipline: United Methodist Theological Reflections on War, 

Civilization, and Holiness. Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans, 1992.
Ramsey, Paul, The Just War: Force and Political Responsibility.  New York : Charles Scribner’s 

Sons, 1968.
-----.  Speak Up for Just War or Pacifism: A Critique of the United Methodist Bishops’ Pastoral  

Letter A In Defense of Creation.@    University Park, PA: Pennsylvania State University 
Press, 1988.  Includes epilogue by Stanley Hauerwas.

-----. War and the Christian Conscience: How Shall Modern War Be Conducted Justly?  Durham, 
NC: Duke University Press, 1973.

Swomley, John M. American Empire: The Political Ethics of Twentieth-Century Conquest.  New 
York : Macmillan, 1970.

-----. Confronting Church and State: Memoirs of an Activist.  Amherst, NY: Humanist Press, 
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1997.
-----. Confronting the Systems of Violence: Memoirs of a Peace Activist.  Nyack, NY: Fellowship 

Publications, 1998.
-----. War, Peace and Justice: the Prophetic Record.  Kansas City, MO: Saint Paul School of 

Theology. 1985.
United Methodist Church, Council of Bishops. In Defense of Creation: The Nuclear Crisis  

and a Just Peace; Foundation Document.   Nashville: Graded Press, 1986.
Weber, Theodore R. Modern Warfare and the Pursuit of Peace.  New York: Council on Religion 

and International Affairs, 1968.
Wogaman, J.  Philip, Christian Moral Judgment. Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 1989.
White, C. Dale, Making a Just Peace: Human Rights & Domination Systems. Nashville: 

Abingdon Press, 1998.
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